
What is the Father’s will? 
After reading today’s Gospel, we could quite rightly conclude that Jesus is saying that ac-
tions speak louder than words, and we could feel good that we have quickly grasped the 
meaning of this passage.  However, we have learned that most Gospel passages, especially 
the parables, are not as straightforward as they seem. Each son represents two familiar 
contrasting groups of people: the first son represents the rebels/ sinners and the second 
son represents the self-righteous, law abiding Pharisees. Both sons depict different aspects 
of each one of us. Which ‘son’ does the father’s will? What is the Father’s will? We know 
the answer to that: to love God and our neighbour. In no uncertain terms, Jesus makes it 
clear that it is the ‘sinners’ who are more likely to be more loving.  His response immediate-
ly brings to mind the two sons in the parable of the Merciful Father and also the image of 
Mary Magdalene washing the feet of Jesus with her tears, much to the horror of the Phari-
sees. “She has been forgiven much because she has loved much.” (Luke 7:47) The second 
son possibly thought he was doing his father’s will, but because his action/activity was per-
haps more in his head, he failed to experience love. 
“The Gospel cannot happen in your head alone. The things we emphasise are all in the 
head: do we believe the right ideas and do we belong to the right group? The word ‘love’ 
isn’t in the Creed. It’s all about believing ideas. There is no mention that God is love and 
that love has to transfer to us and we have to love and if the transfer hasn’t taken place 
there has been no conversion.”           ( R.Rohr) 
Perhaps we can learn from the Maasai Creed, composed by the Maasai people of East Afri-
ca and written in collaboration with the missionaries from the Congregation of the Holy 
Ghost Fathers: 
We believe in the one High God, who out of love created the beautiful world and everything 
good in it. He created Man and wanted Man to be happy in the world. God loves the world 
and every nation and tribe on the Earth......We believe that God made good His promise by 
sending His Son, Jesus Christ, a man in the flesh, a Jew by tribe, born poor in a little vil-
lage, who left His home and was always on safari doing good, curing people by the power 
of God, teaching about God and man, showing the meaning of religion is love.... We believe 
that all our sins are forgiven through Him. All who have faith in Him must be sorry for their 
sins, be baptised in the Holy Spirit of God, live the rules of love and share the bread togeth-
er in love, to announce the Good News to others until Jesus comes again. We are waiting 
for Him. He is alive. He lives. This we believe. Amen.  (Extract.) 
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Last Weekend:  Attendance and Offertory will be published next week. 

     

    Monday ‘Surgery’   
Fr. Peter will be in Holy Family Church next Monday evening from 5.30-6.30pm for anyone 
who wants a word about baptisms, weddings, Sacrament of Reconciliation etc.   
    

‘Messy church’  
 - in St Clare's Church hall on the 7th October at 1 30 pm.  Where Mums, Dads and children 
are invited to an afternoon of activities, games and bible stories. All welcome 
 

This Friday is HARVEST FAST DAY. Please take a CAFOD envelope today. 
   

     

Welcome…  
 - and thanks to Fr. Philip Newbold who is celebrating Mass for us this weekend. Fr. 
Philip comes from the Archdiocese of Birmingham. 
  TODAY is a Day of Prayer for Prisoners, their families and victims of crime. 

   

Holy Family Conscrit 2017   
 - please let Caroline or Jane know if you have a birthday ending in an ‘0’. Please 
make sure your birthday is in the Birthday book at the back of Church, so we can cele-
brate your birthday with you. 

 

Peer Support for Mental Wellbeing  
 – two peer support groups now run in Preston to support mental wellbeing, both on a 
Thursday: at The Intact Centre, 49 Whitby Avenue, Ingol, 10.45 – 12.15pm and at 
Central Methodist Church, Lune Street, Preston, 7.30 – 9pm.  A friendly and confiden-
tial space to share and be heard.  No need to be referred or to book, just turn up.  A 
warm welcome awaits.  More info at www.peertalk.org.uk/index.php/support-groups  
       

“Murder/Wedding Night”  
On Friday 13th October.  At 7.30pm  Tickets from Maureen on 07710 168862.  Starts 
in St Anthony's church followed by reception in St Anthony's club  to guess who did it. 
Glass of bubbly on arrival followed by Hotpot and cakes. Come dressed in wedding 
attire, A good mystery to solve with good company followed by disco. This is a ticket 
only event for over 16s. Tickets £10, limited numbers. 
   

Reserve the evening!  
On Friday 13th October, in Our Lady and St. Edward's Parish Hall at 7.00pm, Lord 
David Alton will give a power-point presentation about the value of human life, the 
current and looming attacks on it, and what we can do to defend it. If you have heard 
him you know how eloquent he is, a passionate and articulate speaker who enthuses 
those who hear him. The 50th anniversary of the Abortion Act is 27th October. Many 
are trying to widen the Act even more. We can prevent that. Come and be inspired.  
   

A Week of Guided Prayer—this week  
The points of contact for enquiries and for bookings are:  
Fr Ted Gannon, St Gregory’s – 01772 930934 & info@stgregoryspreston.org.uk 
Fr Peter Randall, St Wilfrid’s – 01772 555244 & peterarandall@gmail.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Share-It Food Bank (at Holy Family) 

 These items are the most needed at the moment:   
 *   tins of meat      * ANY cereals (small is best) 
 * coffee (2 in 1)  * custard 
 * instant desserts 
         

Th��� y�	 f�� y��� c�n����e� ����r�u� ����n�.   

          Please remember in your prayers …. 
those who are sick: Bill O’Shaughnessy, Margaret Johnson, Eveline Eccles, Malaya, Ray 
Mannion, Claire, Rhoda Case, Bill York, Bob Blacoe; 
    

those who have died recently:  
    

and those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Ada Jan, George Fisher, 
Alice McCauley, Robert Swarbrick, Evelyn Jenkins, Bridget Carter, Albert Howarth, Lilly 
Clitherow, Margaret Foster, Edward Oastler, May Britton, Maria May Aspinwall, William 
Latus.  
   
 

Father, may these, and all we have known who have gone before us, be received into the 
glory of the Resurrection, won for us by your Son Jesus, the risen Lord.        

    

NEXT SUNDAY: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)             

  

Isaiah 5:1-7  The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the House of Israel.   

Phil 4:6-9  The God of peace will be with you.  

Matt: 21:33-43 He will lease the vineyard to others tenants  
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Tue 9.15am St. Anthony Eucharistic Service  
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